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<Gbiakeslee@tnc.ora> . <icomstock(a)mofi atcc^jn Iv .ne ■ 
<mtnci7j(g;aoLcom>, <jonrac@siarband.net>. 
<K3thy.naJI1u@Dresnan.net>, <wrpants@3miac.ne:> 
<dbBiiey@westcamuseum.orG> , <im3rt!n@cvii.nst>, 

Tc <cvaies:aJwvomina.com>. 

<C3ve cesark@wiliiams-Com>, 

<v^aQt,haene:a)xceienerqv.com>, <DKcsK'^:3oLcorr.>. 
< ric3Kerr@br9snan.net> <mcdi9S(g;rof.net> 
-- <Meiodie UQva@binn.aov> 

SuDiec: '^^ --- Dougias wild horse working group recomn^enaa'j 



^.. i: 



reliow NWRAC memDers Attacnec are the worKing crouD sumrriar^^ reccmmendations and DRA-T 
resolution for tne West Douglas Here Area Amen a. Tien: to the Wniie River Management ^lan 
(Co-WRFG'05-oS3-EA) for your consfoeration on tocav s conference call. Aisc fine attacnec tne orevious 
comTients submittea by tne NWRAC to tne 200^ EA on th'S same issue, 
K^eiodie will you piease distribute tc 31M staff an- post to- tne puoiic for todav s oaJi. 









'V-r\^:ea: the SLfv^ Norin Wesr ns^curce Aavicorv CouncLGOc Nortr U-'ec* Resource Aavisoa^ Council WcrKinc Groi;:'.dcc 
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Whereas the BLM North West Resource Advisors' Council CNAMl.A.C'i has established 
the Vv'est Douglas Vv^ild Horse Working Group (WDWKWG) to consider, inform and 
make recommendations tc the ^WRAC on BLM planning issues for that area and 

WTiersas v^T3\^"KWG has made reasonable efforts to become infoim on BLM planning 
issues for irx'^ area bv holding; a tour of the area, multiple meetmes over several vears 
\A'ith BLM staff reviewing all oubhc conirnents submitted to BLM o^^er several EAs and 
b>- asking for input from representatives of m^ajor stake holders inieresi and 

Wnereas The N\ML\C finds that ir is nor feasible and practicable to maintain a viable 
V\' iid Horse Herd in the West Douglas Creek Area as out lined m the Jul}' 29. 2005 

S umman ' o f th e V^ "D vv^Z v^■' G 

Therefore the North West Resource Advisor}- Council respectfullv recommends and 
encourages the adoption of Alternative A of CG-Vv^RFO-05-0S3-EA. the removal of aU 
wild horses for the W'est Douglas Creek Herd ,Area 
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North West Resource Advisor}' Council West Douglas Wild Horse Working Group 
Forrest Nelson Chair. Charles Yaies. T. V/neht Dickinson and Geoff B lakes! ee. 

West Doujzias Wild Horse Herd Summary 






The North West R,A.C Formed the working group several years ago Wh^n the Whiu 
River Office Proposed to amend the V^Tiite River RMP Regarding Management Actions 
for Vs'ild horses m the West Douglas Area. 

The N'^V'^TIAC held a field tour in the area and received a briefine on the issues on Ma^' ^'' 
2003. 

Though subsequent workine eroup meetings the workine sroup reviewed EA CO- 
^^^lFO-03-C50 and provide recommendations which the N"V\Tl.^C endorsed and 
forv\'arded to BLM. (See attached June i 04 Letter to Kent W^ alter). Thai letter inciudec 
supponing Altemati\'e B the removal of Wild Horses from the area. 

BLivl Subscuuent]>^ wiihdrev.* thai EA. 

in April 2005 BLM proposed a new EA CO'WRPO-05-0S3 

Which Alt. A. hnplements previous record of decision form 1997 RMP to remove wild 

Horses from- West Douglas creek 
Or Alt. B. w^hich proposes the creation of a Herd Management .Area to manage a herd 

of 29-60 horses. 

On June 30''^ 2005 the working group (with the exception of Charles Yates who w^s 
unable to anend) and NWR^^C chairman Jeff Comsiock met with BLM staff to obtain 
3LM"s information and perspective. 

Endeavoring to meet BLM's decision time lines (decision by eariy Aueust) and to obtain 
input XI cm aj^icctea parties, on juiy 13" 2005 the vvorkme sroup sponsored a 
teleconference to receive input from affected panics. ICnown representati^'es of affected 
interests (Wild Horse, Grazing. Oil& Gas, V/ildemess/ En\'ironmentaI) v^'here invited to 
participate and pro\ide comment oe this EA. All of the public com^ments received by th 
WTiite River BLM office were forwarded to the worldng group for re\^iew\ 
The NviT^AC is holding as special teleconference call July 29th tc receive the worldng 
groups recommendation and to allow the N^TIAC to submit a recommendation if they 
choose to Kent Walter UTiite River Field Manager. 

Recommendation of the working group members Nelson, Blakeslee, Dickinson. 

The Working group recommends that the IsWRAC suppon Adoption of Alternative A. 
by the BLM as the Record of Decision. 

The working group finds that it is not feasible to manage wild horses as proposed in th 
West Douglas Herd area. 
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Al! of the previous Pianning decisions for the area have supported the same conciusion. 

Based on public comment and the member's knowiedge of the issues we aeree that it is 
not feasible to maintain a genetically viable population of horses at these le^^els and in a 
thriving ecological balance. This EA does not reconcile past EA finding of detrimental 
impacts form year long Wild horse grazing with which we share similar concerns. 

The BLM^s abilitv- to retain horses within the prescribed area is not leasibie v^ith our the 
construction and maintenance of a fence in the WSA which is of concem both legally and 
aestheticallv bv certain interests. 

The existing gas leases and subsequent development comphcates the feasibiht)' to 
m.anage the horses and wiii only bnng greater complexity . 

Auen)ati%'e B m regards to livestoci: grazing is ou: side the scope of ine plan amendment 
process and coordinated resource management agreements signed v^^itn tne Colorado 
Department of Agriculture and erazine pemiittee. 

The worlang group is also concerned that the economic analysis is seriously inadequate 
in this EA and recommends a complete and through analysis be comrsieted.' 

The working group senously weighed the value of hmited; tax payer resources, BLM 
management capacities and recognizes that a viable wild horse population and area exist 
nearb}- in the East Douglas Creek A-ea v,-hich effective!)' and efficientiv allows for 
recognition and enjovTuent of wild horses as provided for under the Vv'iid Horse and 
Burro act. 

In conclusion based on the above mentioned factors tlierefore the AVest Douelas Womm^ 
graup recommends that the XA?v^RAC supports Alternative A and the compile remo^'al of 
wiic horses from the West Douglas Herd area as the most logical and nracticable 
management decision and encourages the BLM to adopt the sam.e m the ROD. 
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